no                     ZOROASTRIANISM

for ritual use. VJh&tgomez means, we will explain later : for
the present it is allowable to leave it wrapt up in its con-
venient foreign tongue.

It is a distasteful task to dwell on the drivelling nonsense
which fills so large a part of the Vendidad. The reflexion
that it is bound up with the Gathas is the impulse of one's
sorrow and indignation at what might otherwise be only an
amusing monument of human folly. We will be content with
one more exhibition of the sense of proportion discoverable in
this strange book. We quote exactly this time, and without
comment:

Creator of the material world, Righteous One. If a man should
perform a cleansing ceremony who is not acquainted with the Law of
the Mazdah religion concerning purifications, how can he attack the
fiend (Druj] which from the dead flies upon the living? how can he
attack the corpse-demon (Nasu) which from the dead flies upon the
living ?

Then said Ahura Mazdah : One might truly think, O Spitama Zara-
thushiia, the corpse fiend (DrujNasu) grows far stronger than she was
before, she (increases) the diseases, the destructions, the disasters,
beyond what they were before.

Creator (&c.).   What is the penalty for it ?

Then said Ahura Maxdah: The worshippers of Mazdah shall put
him in fetters, first shall they fetter his hands, his clothes shall they
strip off, his head shall they cut off as far down as the hair goes; they
shall give over his corpse to the greediest of the corpse-eating creatures
made by Spenta Mainyu, the vultures, saying

This man renounces all his evil thoughts, words, and deeds.

And if he has committed other ill deeds, the penalty therefor is
settled. If he has committed no other ill deed, the settlement is for
ever and ever. (Vd. 947~40.)

A more pleasing subject is the general ethics of the Avestan
system. When we eliminate the mere ritual offences, the
code becomes sane and pure. The standard of truth and
honesty is unflinchingly high. The Yasht dedicated to Mithra
maintains with the utmost emphasis the duty of keeping the
pledged word under all conditions, even with an unbeliever.
The very name of Mithra means ' contract', and there is